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Introduction

Disagreement over the effects on children of low-level lead exposure has been a running theme
of lead litigation for many years and eminent men and women in medicine, science and the
law have staked out and defended their positions (and even their bona fides) in print and in the
courts. The role of these experts and the value attached to their testimony have often been
integral to the resolution of cases through verdict or settlement, and the controversy surrounding
the testimony only heightened by the challenges associated with the Daubert standard.

Certain experts whose testimony and reputation have shaped the development of the litiga-
tion emerge repeatedly in the coverage of lead exposure cases. This four-volume set of special
reports brings together coverage of all cases in which those experts played a part, as reported
in Mealey’s Litigation Report: Lead. The focus is on Herbert L. Needleman, M.D., Claire B.
Ernhart, Ph.D., Henrietta Sachs, M.D., and John F. Rosen, M.D. A volume of representative
expert commentaries from the Mealey Publications archive completes the set. Legal docu-
ments referenced in the stories remain available from Mealey’s document archive.

Mealey’s Litigation Report: Lead is now in its 10th year of publication and Mealey’s National
Lead Litigation Conference has established itself as the nation’s premier gathering of litigators
and experts in this important field. The material available from the archive of the publications
and conference proceedings is of a very high quality and this set of special reports mines that
archive to bring together trial and settlement coverage and expert commentary analysis on
one of the more contentious topics associated with lead litigation.

Please let us know of developments in your own work and litigation, and feel free to contact
us with ideas for future special reports.

James T. Cordrey, editor, Mealey’s Litigation Report: Lead

Francis X. Mooney, research specialist, compilation editor
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