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Introduction

According to the Environmental Protection Agency’s Indoor Air Quality Home Page, Americans spend
75% to 90% of their time indoors, increasingly in sealed environments, exposed to a host of pollutants.
Among these are the pollutants associated with mold contamination.  Recent studies also suggest that
indoor air quality may be deeply implicated in the growing incidence and severity of asthma and other
respiratory diseases and allergies.  Mealey’s Emerging Toxic Torts has covered developments and litigation
in this area for more than 5 years, and Mealey Publications is pleased to present this Special Report based
on its archive materials.

Mealey’s is proud as well of the quality and usefulness of the commentary articles written for its publi-
cations by outside experts, and believe that they deserve a wide circulation.  We are glad to reprint here
a penetrating article by Alexander Robertson IV, managing partner of Knopfler & Robertson.  Mr.
Robertson’s commentary originally appeared in Mealey’s Emerging Toxic Torts and Mealey’s Litigation Re-
port:  Construction Defects, but we reprint here the expanded version with appendix as it was presented at
Mealey’s Construction Defect Litigation Conference in December 1999.

The stories below follow the order in which they appear in the Case List, and referenced documents
remain available from the Mealey’s archive (now numbering some 35,000 documents).

Please let us know of developments in your own work and litigation.  We welcome your submissions
and news, and would be glad to hear your suggestions for future Special Reports.

Bill G. Lowe, editor, Mealey’s Emerging Toxic Torts

Francis X. Mooney, research specialist, compilation editor.
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